
The 358009
 

3589 Mould/bullet
Length: 1.132”

Weight (as pictured): 279 grains
 

This mould and its predecessor, the Lyman 3589 is the most sought after bullet mould by mould collectors and
shooters all over the world.  On E-Bay it always brings the top dollar.
 
Many discussions have been raised on many of the Cast Bullet forums as to why Lyman hasn’t seen fit to reintroduce
it again. In the mean time, many custom mould makers have turned out clones that worked very well.  Mountain
Moulds will make one that is very good and in the past, David Mos has also made clones.
 
When you look at this bullet, it’s an awesome design and says “use me for big game”.  The .35 Whelen pops into mind
and it takes a big .35 to handle it (.35 Remingtons need not apply).
 
I often wonder how many of the people that search for this mould have the means to launch it and use it accurately. 
How many cast shooters out there have .35 Whelens with a 1-14 twist.  A 1-14 twist is the minimum it takes to
stabilize this big brute for accurate shooting. Remington chambered its Model 700 Classic in .35 Whelen about 15
years ago, but they gave the rifle a 1-16 twist. Based on personal experience with the one I had, it would not stabilize
the big 358009. When I decided to build a .35 Whelen, I chose a 1-12 twist and have been so happy with the choice
ever since.
 
“The” hunting load in my .35 Whelen is the 358009 cast from 3 parts WW to 1 part lino and quenched in a bucket of
cold water right from the mould. This gives an alloy of Bhn 22 and a weight of 278 to 279 grains. I size them to .3585
and use a Hornady gas check. The charge is 48g of AA 4064 and the primer is a CCI 200 LR. OAL for my rifle is
3.100”. Velocity is right at 2150 fps and the standard deviation is in the low teens. Accuracy is from 1 to 1-1/2” at 100
yards. This load has accounted for 2 bull moose and one bull elk so far. Shots ranged from 75 to350 yards on both
standing and moving game, and I’ve only ever been able to recover one bullet. That bullet was from a bull moose shot
at 100 plus yards this past hunting season (2004). The 358009 was recovered in the off side just under the hide; after it
had penetrated the near shoulder bone. It still weighed 270.2 grains but had shed the gas check. That’s 96.8% weight
retention!  3 other 358009’s fired at this moving bull passed right on through the heart lung area and never hit a bone!
He only traveled about 50 yards from the first shot. The recovered bullet is shown below.
 
When I did the load development for this bullet back in 1998, I tried loads both above and below the 48 grains, but my
gun was most accurate with the 48g load. If you are fortunate enough to obtain this design or a close clone, I’m sure
you’ll be happy with it as long as your rifle’s twist rate is 1-12 or 1-14.
 



 
#358009 Recovered from Moose

 
 

A Caster’s Happiness!
A NIB 358009 mould found in a KY sporting goods

 
The picture below is of a #3589 and the flat top punch used to size and lube it to prevent nose distortion.
 
 

L-R: Flat top punch, 3589 Bullet
 
 
 
 
 

Ray Schueler/Shuz


