
The 25-100-FN RCBS
 
 
After lusting for years for a .25/35 rifle, I finally broke down and had a spare Marlin 336 re-barrelled with a Douglas
1-10 twist barrel. The original barrels were 1-8 twist but I wanted something that would handle bullets a little lighter.
 
I had a bunch of .25 moulds that I could use in the .25/35 but none were exactly what I wanted as none of the major
production mould manufacturers had made a flat nosed .25 bullet for years.
 
I had the Lyman 257312 but it was a bit light for my taste.
 
I was looking in one of the old RCBS Special Order catalogs one day and noticed a rifle mould that listed once upon a
time as a special order mould. It was listed as a 25-100-FN weighing around 100 grains.  I gave customer service a
call and gave them the part number.  Yes, they had one in stock (I’ve often wondered how or why you would call a
mould a special order item if you stocked them on the shelves).  So, plastic changed hands and in about a week, here
came a little brown box from RCBS.
 

PN: 055015 is the number for the
25-100-FN RCBS

 
I fired up the pot, cleaned and prepped the mould and ran a few. It was love at first sight. As you can see by the
picture, I couldn’t resist hollow pointing this little gem and a joy it is too
 

L-R: 25-100-FN and 25-100-FN HP RCBS
Weight:

Solid: 109.9 grains
Hollow Point: 105.5 grains

 
Specifications for the 25-100-FN

Length .870
Nose Diameter .251+



As Cast Diameter .259
 
 
The first project was to load some in the .25/35.  They turned this gentle little round into a nice little gun for woods
walking and plinking. The hollow point version actually puts it into a category for light varmint use at 100 yards or
so.  The bullet feeds well through my converted Marlin and is my favorite for the .25/35. Groups of 1” are possible at
100 yards with a scope and the correct powder combination.
 
I know what old Elmer’s feelings were toward the .25/35 as a deer rifle but mine will kill a deer and there’s no doubt
in my mind of that fact.  I just wouldn’t want to stretch the range too much.
 

L-R: .25/35 with the 25-100-FN “solid”
Hollow point .25/35 is on the right

 
Sometime after I’d received the mould, I lucked into a Model 722 Remington in .257 Roberts. As usual, I was in a
hurry to try it out and a box of bullets for the .25/35 was on the bench so they got loaded into the Roberts. Accuracy
was a little over an inch at 100 yards with this bullet.  No doubt, it would work just as well in the .25/06.
 
If you have need of a flat nosed bullet for a .25/35 lever or any other .25 caliber cartridge, I’d recommend the 25-100-
FN as being able to fill the bill.  I know that I’m sure happy with mine.
 

John Goins/aka beagle


